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EIA-Funded Program Name:

 
 
* Current Fiscal Year EIA Allocation to this EIA-Program:

 
 
* Name of Person Completing Survey and to whom EOC members may request additional information: 

 

* Telephone number: 

 

* E-mail:
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History of the program. Please mark the appropriate response (choose one):This program:
Was an original initiative of the Education Improvement Act of 1984 

Was created or implemented as part of the Education Accountability Act of 1998 

Has been operational for less than five years 

Was funded by last fiscal year by general or other funds.  

Is a new program implemented for the first time in the current fiscal year 

Other 
 
What SC laws, including provisos in the current year's general appropriation act, govern the 
implementation of this program? Provide complete citations from the SC Code of Laws including Title, 
Chapter, and Section numbers. 

The EAA (§59-18-1700) establishes a public information campaign and a committee to oversee the 
development of the campaign: 

An on going public information campaign must be established to apprise the public of the status 
of the public schools and the importance of high standards for academic performance for the 
public school students of South Carolina. A special committee shall be appointed by the 
Chairman of the Education Oversight Committee to include two committee members representing 
business and two representing education and others representing business, industry, and 
education. The committee shall plan and oversee the development of a campaign, including public 
service announcements for the media and other such avenues as deemed appropriate for informing 
the public.

 
Code of Laws:(MAX. 100 characters)

 
Proviso Number:(MAX: 100 characters)

 
 
What South Carolina regulations govern the implementation of this program? Provide specific 
references to the South Carolina Code of Regulations? 
Regulations:

 
 
Do guidelines that have been approved by the State Board of Education, the Commission on higher 
Education or other governing board exist that govern the implementation of this program?

Yes 

No 
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What are the primary objective(s) or goals of this program? Please distinguish between the long-term 
mission of the program and the current annual objectives of the program. (The goals or objectives should 
be in terms that can be quantified, evaluated and assessed.) (MAX 3500 characters) 

As outlined in the agency mission, the South Carolina Education Oversight Committee (EOC) is 
committed to positively influencing education in South Carolina by affecting dramatic, 
continuous improvement of the state?s educational system. The values underlying the mission of 
the EOC are the following:

- A sole focus on what is best for students;
- A belief in broad-based inclusion and collaboration;
- A belief in standards, assessments, and publicly known results;
- The implementation of research and fact-based solutions that improve results; and
- A passion for immediate, dramatic and continuous improvement that is unaffected by partisan 
politics.

In June 2007, the EOC adopted a communications plan, "Realzing Impact: EOC Communications Plan 
2007-2008", which establishes objectives aligned with the goals and objectives of the EOC. 

The objectives are as follows: 
1. Advocate for the utilization of data published on the annual school and district report 
cards to be used as tools for improvement.
2. Increase urgent public, parent, and community involvement in support of higher student, 
school, and system achievement.
3. Enhance understanding and impact of the accountability system by focusing on the 2010 goal.

Strategies and tactics are outlined for each objective. In 2006, the committee worked adopted a 
similar plan, "A Roadmap for Success: EOC Communications Plan 2006."
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In the prior fiscal year, what primary program activities or processes were conducted to facilitate the 
program’s performance in reaching the objective(s) as provided in question 7? What, if any, change in 
processes or activities are planned for the current fiscal year? (Examples of program processes would be: 
training provided, recruiting efforts made, technical assistance services, monitoring services, etc. Answers 
should be specific to the process undertaken at the state level to support the objectives of the program and 
should be quantifiable Please include any professional development services provided.)(MAX: 5000 
characters)

OBJECTIVE ONE
To fulfill the objective to advocate for the utilization of data published on the annual school 
and district report cards to be used as tools for improvement, the EOC outlined two strategies:

1. Provide context for 6th state report card information for local audiences.
2. Increase the utilization of data published on report cards for decisions making purposes. 
Related activities included:

- Continued focus briefings/publications to Editorial Boards, media, and legislators.

This fiscal year, an online report card search engine is being developed in partnership with SC 
Interactive. The search will allow for greater access to the school and district report cards. 

OBJECTIVE TWO
To fulfill the objective to increase urgent public, parent, and community involvement in 
support of higher student, school, and system achievement, the EOC outined four strategies:

1. Increase the utility and effective use of data and recommendations by ensuring various 
audiences have ready access to EOC data relevant to their needs.
2. Advocate quality teaching and learning experiences so that all children can learn at high 
levels. 
3. Build public support for education improvements in state.
4. Extend parental and community involvement efforts to support young people as they progress 
through school, particularly at transitions between school levels. Related activities included:

- The replacement of lengthy reports and Learning Matters with monthly "At a Glance." 
- The posting technical information related to published reports on the web.
- Utilization of graphics and photographs, which are accessible and attractive to readers. 
- Continued publication of technical documentation (Accountability Manual) for education 
administrators and revise according to audience feedback.
- Widespread communication of 5th annual Achievement Gap Study, focusing on success of schools 
and students. Brand the gap study with a distinct visual identity. 
- Expanded teacher appreciation campaign to include famous faces who have ties to South 
Carolina. Campaign designed around genuine appreciation for teachers. 
- Communication of the priorities developed through the long-range Common Ground planning 
process and continued work with local and state officials and citizens to implement the 
priorities.
- Utilization of Tips Booklets with various community and business groups.
- Continued development of PAIRS initiative, to improve statewide student reading proficiency.
- Publication of Back-to-School Publication in partnership with SCPA, SC Commission on Minority 
Affairs, SDE, New Carolina, and SC-NSPRA.
- Publication of results of parent, teacher, and student surveys in format for principals, 
superintendents, etc.
- Publication of family-friendly versions of the content standards. Distribution of PSAs in 
daily and non-daily newspapers to encourage wide electronic distribution. 

This fiscal year, staff will build an online community resource "hub" to address connectivity 
issues uncovered during Common Ground tour. In addition, EOC will utilize "Be There Campaign", 
national parent involvement campaign, in partnership with SC-NSPRA, SCSBA
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OBJECTIVE THREE
To fulfill the objective to enhance understanding and impact of the accountability system by 
focusing on the 2010 Goal, the EOC outlined three strategies:

1. Develop and distribute high-impact, public friendly reporting materials on the achievement 
of 2010 Goal.
2. Promote significant gains in achievement.
3. Emphasize the importance of the high school diploma in all EOC publications and actions. 
Related activities included: 
 
- Publication of high-impact publication for "Where Are We Now" release
- Successes and improvements made in schools were highlighted in EOC publications.
- Achievements in gap-closing schools were highlighted. 

This fiscal year, staff will work with SDE to develop a joint recognition for Palmetto Gold and 
Silver Awards program
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In the prior fiscal year and using the most recent data available, what were the direct products and services 
(outputs) delivered by this program? (Examples of program outputs would be: number of teachers 
attending professional development seminars, number of AP exams given and students taking AP classes, 
number of students served in the program, etc.)(MAX: 5000 characters) 

Key projects (which generated direct products and/or services) included the publication of the 
high-impact publication that communicated where SC is in terms of reaching the 2010 Goal, 
publication of the 2nd annual Summer Reading Supplement, the Common Ground tour of counties, 
and the debut of the "At a Glance publications." Details of each project follow: 
 
2010 Goal/Where Are We Now? Postcard
- Re-designed into a postcard-size format to communicate concisely SC's progress toward 
reaching those measures for which we have national comparisons.
- 16,300 copies of the publication printed and mailed to all key constituencies.
- High demand from school districts prompted a re-printing of the card. 

Publication of the 2nd annual Summer Reading Supplement 
- Coordinated the publication (over 200,000 copies) of the 2nd annual summer reading supplement 
which was published in six SC daily newspapers. 
- Additional copies made available to school districts, PAIRS Affiliates, and county libraries 
statewide.

Common Ground county tour
- Completed a nine-month tour of counties to address priorities in Common Ground process and to 
update public on status of public schools. Invitation letters were sent to all members of EOC 
database (16,000 plus) and meetings were held in each of SC's 46 counties.

This fiscal year, strenghtening the database and electronic contacts is a priority. In 
addition, staff recently began the electronic distribution of monthly "At a Glance" 
publications to an e-mail list of approximately 1,600 individuals.
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What are the outcomes or results of this program? (Program outcomes can be both quantitative and 
qualitative and should address the program’s objectives. Please use the most recent data available. 
Examples of outcomes would be: results of surveys, test data, increase in minority participation, reduction 
in achievement gaps, teacher loans awarded, textbooks purchased, etc.)(MAX: 5000 characters) 

As outlined in statute, the charge of the public awareness program is to "apprise the public of 
the status of the public schools and the importance of high standards for academic performance 
for the public school students of South Carolina." Effectively building and maintaing 
relationships while striving to keep key constituencies and the public informed and educated 
are at the core of the program. 

An attachment has been sent to Ms. Barton showing the results communicated in the December 2006 
publication of the Where Are We Now?/2010 Goal publication.
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Program Evaluations 
What was the date of the last external or internal evaluation of this program?

 

Has an evaluation been conducted?
Yes No 

 
If an evaluation was conducted, what were the results and primary recommendations of the evaluation?
(MAX: 2000 characters)

N/A

 
 
Can you provide a URL link, electronic version or hard copy of this evaluation to the Education Oversight 
Committee?

Yes 

No 
If no, why not?(MAX: 100 characters)

N/A
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The following questions do NOT apply to programs having a program code beginning with 01. (These 
are programs administered by or through the Department of Education. The Office of Finance at the 
Department of Education will provide answers to these questions.) If your program code begins with 
01, please hit the NEXT button below. Once you advance to the next page, hit the SUBMIT button. 
 
Please mark the appropriate response: 
 
The total amount of EIA funds requested for this program for the next fiscal year will be:

The same as appropriated in the current fiscal year’s appropriation 

An increase over the current fiscal year’s appropriation 

A decrease over the current fiscal year’s appropriation 
 
If you indicated an increase or decrease in funding for the next fiscal year, what is the total amount 
requested for this program for the next fiscal year? 

 

If you indicated an increase or decrease, please describe the reasons for the increase or decrease. How will 
the increase or decrease impact the objectives of the program as answered in question 7?(MAX: 3500 
characters)
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Please fill in the attached charts to reflect the budget for this program in the prior fiscal year and the 
budget for this program in the current fiscal year. 
     
Funding Source Prior FY Actual Current FY Estimated

EIA   

General Fund   

Lottery   

Fees   

Other Sources   

Grant   

Contributions, Foundation   

Other (Specify)   

Carry Forward from Prior Yr   

TOTAL   

 
     
Expenditures Prior FY Actual Current FY Estimated

Personal Service   

Contractual Services   

Supplies and Materials   

Fixed Charges   

Travel   

Equipment   

Employer Contributions   

Allocations to Districts/Schools/Agencies/Entities   

Other: Please explain   

Balance Remaining   

TOTAL   

#FTES   
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Data entry complete for this year. 
 
Will additional information (eg. charts, tables, graphs, etc.) be submitted under separate cover to EOC for 
this program? If so, submit to Melanie Barton at mbarton@eoc.sc.gov. The program number should be 
cited in the subject of the e-mail. 

Yes No 
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